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 There is something exciting about hearing a 
victory speech. It is this exhilarating declaration of 
euphoric joy that attempts to encapsulate or         
describe an incredible achievement or                       
accomplishment. Maybe you can remember             
hearing your high school coach give one to your 
team after a big win. Or maybe your favorite             
professional sports team won a championship 
(unless you cheer for a Minnesota team), and you 
got to hear the star player attempt to put into 
words what the victory felt like or what was going 
through their mind just seconds after the final play. 
Or perhaps your boss or supervisor at work gave a 
rousing ovation to everyone in the office after a 
successful quarter or record year. Victories are fun 
to be a part of; everyone loves basking in a win. 
 Conversely, it can be crushing to experience 
defeat. It can be devastating to be handed a loss.        
If you have experienced any sort of team or                 
individual competition in your life, you know the 
difference between a “win” and a “loss.” You know 
how those feel. You also know that life has its share 
of “wins” and “losses.” There are times when things 
just seem to be going so well, and then there are 
times when it seems as though nothing can go 
right. I’m sure if you think of this past season of 
your life, you could pinpoint moments of both         
victories and defeats that you have experienced. 
 As we enter this week, we are mindful of the 
fact that, for Jesus, this week also will hold its fill of 
seeming victories and defeats. We remember              
celebrating a win this past Sunday as we reflect on 
the crowds welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem. They 
were shouting praises to Him and had great           
expectations for what His arrival would mean. But 
as we will see in just a few days, all of those mis-
placed hopes and expectations will come to a 
screeching halt. Those cheers will turn to jeers. The 

joy and excitement will turn violent and deadly. 
Hope for victory will fade and seem like a loss. For 
Jesus, there will be betrayal, mocking, and false 
accusations. There will be a cross and a tomb. The 
large, heavy stone that sealed in Jesus’ body will 
look a lot like a final score and the end of the 
game…EXCEPT…the game wasn’t over… 
 As we journey through Holy Week on this 
side of Easter Sunday, our minds can and should 
be reflective of the reality that this week holds as 
we journey with Jesus to the cross. But we can also 
reflect and look ahead with hope and anticipation 
to Sunday where we see an empty cross, an empty 
tomb, and a Risen Savior. Jesus will deliver the  
Ultimate Victory Speech at the cross when He 
shouts, “It is finished!” He will not stay dead but 
will be raised to life. And the awe and amazement 
of Easter will meet us again as we hear the              
question that the angel poses to the women who 
were astonished to not find Jesus’ body in the 
tomb: The angel asked the women, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here; 
he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6 NIV) 
 The victory of Easter is a win for those who 
are a part of the family of God. Even in a season 
where it can feel like it is full of defeats and        
rejections, Jesus has gained the victory and He 
shares the benefits of that victory with us. In          
1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul recaps this 
same message in this way when he writes: “Death 
has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O 
death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 
15:54b-57 NIV) 
 Today, we can rejoice that Jesus’ victory 
over sin and over death sets us free. It gives us 
hope and confidence for the future. This victory 
overcomes any loss or defeat that we may          
experience in this life. Jesus’ victory is your victory. 
His triumph puts you in a new standing before 
God as a redeemed child. It is finished! The victory 
is won! You are forgiven! You are free! 
 

Pastor Ben 

Missed last Sunday ’s message?       

WATCH or LISTEN  

Listen to Sunday message’s on any of these podcast platforms  

Resurrection Sunday 

https://youtu.be/3lWYdAXdp7k
https://www.myoakhillchurch.com/oak-hill-podcast.html
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